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Family diary both
reveals, inspires grit

Editorial D6 Doonesbury D6

PHOTO COURTESY OF JULIE FOSTER VAN CAMP
The farmhouse on the old Crown Point Road in Whiting that Ichabod Foster built
in the 1790s still stands. He and his family lived there until 1811, when they left
for western New York state.

“Searching For Ichabod: His Eighteenth-
Century Diary Leads Me Home,” by Julie
Foster Van Camp (BookSurge
mmsmmmmmw

f you pick up this book and start

reading, until you get a chapter or

two into it you may still take for
granted all the Good Things that sur-
round you and help, unconsciously per-
haps, J;aﬁne your J;ys Here are just a
few examples: paved roads, indoor
plumbing, multiple electrical appliances
and lighting and, perhaps most important
of all, choices of all kinds.

Julie Foster Van Camp had a choice, of

course, when she decided to try to trace

See Page D4: Diary
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least at times — something  jncludes a little sketch of a house.

akin to human

It wasn't easy to get from Vermont
to what are now the southern suburbs
of Buffalo, since there were no roads
(except for some irregular American
Ind:lan trails), no motels, no fast-food

a.nd, of course, no internal com-
es to speed the journey.
mﬂ ba noted, were there hos-
or an' like an emergency
room should the need arise.

Read this book and you'll almost
certainly come away with a heightened
appreciation and for the
courage and fortitude of those who
helped settle North America, and most
readers will wonder if, in similar cir-
cumstances, they’d have shown the
same spirit. The author concentrates,

y, on a single individual and
his descendants, but Ichabod Foster
was not unlike so many others
who had the pioneer mentality and
who would not be de(en-ed by the dif-
ficulties they faced in out new
lives for themselves and their families.

Itis therefore only appropriate, per-
her own

haps, that Van

set of dau obstacles when she left
her home in far-away Washington state
and came east to learn everything she
could about her great-great-

great-
grandf?ﬂ's life, She doesn’t use the
term “closure,” but it's clear she was
seeking just that in her quest to not
only walk in his but, impor-
tantly, find his final resting place at the

into her hands. She
bles, but the document proved invalu-
able as Van Camp sought out her an-
cestor’s several homes and his route
from Vermont to western New York.

He recorded weather, chores, births
and deaths, and more:

*22 Mardh 1790: We got safe to What-
ing. I hear the first robin. Snow and wind
Sfrom the SE, .ﬁmmNBlmdbe
God we got home,

“5 January 1798: I Put in a glas win-
dow in the East Roome.”

“15

Occasionally he was practically lo-
quacious:

“a remarkable hot day so that bees came
out of their hives and flew around as lively
as in the summer time and the snow went

off s0 as to leave the clear land bair., Janu-
ary 22 1802”

Id Books The Times Argus Sunday, November 29, 2009
Dlary Van Camp also was regu-
larly helged by local histori-
ans and by other aspiring
Continued From Page D1 genealog,uts she found in
. old town halls and museurns
in exquisite detail the life of along the way, and occa-
an ancestor, Ichabod Foster. monally by jaw-dropping
And Foster himself had a luck and coincidence.
choice, we must suppose, Readers who enjoy local
when in the late 18th cen- history or genealogy proba-
tury he elected to move first bly will find “Searching For
from his native Rhode Is- Ichabod” exceptionally in-
land to Vermont and - after teresting, but the book’s ap-
moving from place to place peal is by no means limited
in Rutland and Addison to those who share the au-
counties — on to western thor’s passions. What others
New York state in the new may find just as intriguing
entury. There, in his early are her descriptions of the
70s, he would die in 1813 hardships that Americans of
and be buried in an un- the late 18th and early 19th
known grave. J| centuries routinely faced (in-
But choices of the kind 4 cluding, for some, being re-
Foster faced were not to be 1l quired to fight in the War of
taken for granted. They 8 1812, with or without ade-

. were carefully deliberated, 1} quate clothing or even suit-
their possible . 1| able dmﬁ
ﬂﬁﬂ'ﬁd’ iyl g munusmemanee.. Ol (e TR S e

ichabod e is the ro
A page from Foster’s diary from November 1793 imbymeminm

days before March 4, 1791,
when Vermont became the 14th state
in the Union,

As Van Camp tells it, the church eld-
ers ﬁmcﬁoned not just as a commu-

nity’s spiri

ers but also as its ar-

e hnmsofpemnal behavior. Those who

were deemed to have violated the ac-
cepted standards of conduct were se-
verely punished by their church, and
there was no state law, or any other

kind of law, to protect them from un-

tions is a serious reminder that in our
own times we have grown remarkably
dependent upon the inventions and
advancements that have set the indus-
trialized world apart from those na-
tions ~ Afghanistan comes naturally to
mind - that remain relatively primitive
in so many important wa;

The author, who has degrees in jour-
nalism and criminal justice and has
written two previous books (about the
courts), brings a stubborn passion to
her mission, and the reader can't help
but admire her determination to com-

her task. That it turns out to be a

that should be of interest to many
who don’t share her deep interest in
one’s ancestry is surely a bonus, one
that every reader can share.

A.C. Hutchison retired as editor of The
Times Argus in 7999.
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